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•Leo Bilancio, his brother Lewis, and 
lorother-in-law Bob Immordino, Oglethorpe 

University, Feb. 9, 1989. 

LEO BILANCIO HONORED BY 
OGLETHORPE UNIVERSITY 

Leo Bilancio was honored by Oglethorpe 
University on Feb. 9, 1989, at special ceremonies 
celebrating its 154th anniversary, on the campus in 
Lupton Hall, Atlanta, Georgia. 

A capacity audience of faculty, alumni, students 
and friends paid tribute to Leo as they heard the guest 
speaker, Dr. Judson Ward, former Executive Vice 
President and former Lecturer in History (the 
position which Leo now holds) rank him with the 
great lecturers and teachers who inspire students to 
"make life, not merely make a living." 

President Donald Stanton praised Leo not only as 
an outstanding teacher, but an outstanding human 
being, who for more than three decades contributed 
to the welfare of his students and the college "with 
service through teaching. It is with good reason that 
he is known as 'Mr. OglethorpeJ" 

He then presented a plaque which read in part: 

"Be it resolved that Professor Leo Bilancio be 
recognized and commended for superior classroom 
teaching and academic advising and for exceptional 
participation in campus life and alumni activities." 

Leo was also given the first honorary membership 
in the Alumni Association in which he has served as 
faculty representative since 1981. 

Family members attending were Jane Bilancio 
Spillers and her husband James, Bob Immordino, 
Lewis Bilancio and Bemice Smailer. 

In responding to the tributes given him, Leo said it 
was his one regret that his wife Dorothy (because of 
illness) could not be there. 

Leo is the brother of Lewis Bilancio, professor 
emeritus of Glassboro State College, the late Rose 
Bilancio of Lawrenceville, Jennie Immordino of 
Lawrenceville, Lorraine Anthony of Hamilton, and 
Sylvia Bilan of Trenton. Leo's and Dorothy's 
daughter Jane lives with her husband James in 
Woodstock, Georgia. Their son Ivan resides 
in Sherman Oaks, California. (Article about Ivan in this 
issue) 



WELCOME, ALICIA! 

Alicia Anne Sciscio was born 
February 17, 1989 to proud parents 
Lilia (Chianese) and Francis "Bud" 
Sciscio of Bordentown NJ . She weighed 
7 pounds 2 ounces at birth. Lovely 
Alicia received her middle name Anne 
for both of her grandmothers. 

We all welcome Alicia Anne to the 
f ami ly . 

FIFTH ANNUAL LAVIGNA 
FAMILY PICNIC 



Hark you calendars and start talking about 

it in your family circles. On Sunday, Aug- 
ust 6, 1939 at the Greene Grove in Washing- 
ton's Crossing State Park (NJ) , we will be 
having out fifth annual family picnic. 
We have reserved the Greene Grove from 12:00 
until dusk, so please come and join us. We 
promise you a great time with family fellow- 
ship, good food and with a little bxf of luck- 
plenty of sunshine. 

As we did last year, we recommend that each 
family unit bring a covered dish or dessert 
for 10-12 to share with everyone, as well as 
eatinp, utensils and beverages for yourselves, 
(non-alcoholic, due to park regulations). 
There are grills available if you would like 
to bring food for barbecuing. 

Organizers for games and prizes are needed- 
please call Lorraine Anthony (58-61259 or 
Angelica Roberts (80-22448) if you are in- 
terested. Please bring any game equipment 
you would like. There is a playing field near 
the grove as well as plenty of space in the 
grove itself. 

Ue are all looking forward to seeing you at 
our fifth annual Lavigna Family Piciiicl'i! 

August 6, 1989 
Washington State Park 
12:00 to dusk 



BEATRICE ROSE CHRISTINA JOHNSON 

Beatrice Rose Christina Johnson has 
received her Associates Degree in 
Applied Science from Mercer County 
Community College and becomes a 
nationally certified Lab Technician in 
August . 

"DOVE ARRIVO ARRIVO" 

As Angelo Chianese's Uncle Florindo 
Manganelli sometimes says, "dove 
arrivo arrivo." Or, "Where I reach, I 
reach." (I'm doing the best T can!) 
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DOROTHY MARIE ELLIS BILANCIO 

We mourn the passing of Dorothy Bilancio 
who died on May 29, 1989 in Atlanta. Her 
husband Leo, son Ivan and daughter Jane 
were at her side, where they had spent 
countless loving hours during her ten 
month bout with cancer. 

A few days before her death Dorothy was 
visited by a couple of relatives from 
New Jersey. Although heavily sedated, 
her face lit up into a smile and she 
even joked around with them a bit. 
Later, although barely conscious, when a 
nurse repositioned her in bed, Dorothy 
thanked her. Her vibrant and loving 
nature was evident until the end. 

At the memorial service, Vicky Weiss, a 
friend of Dorothy's and colleague of 
Leo's at Oglethorpe University, presented 
a eulogy which captured much of the 
spirit of Dorothy. Here follows a part 
of Vicky's eulogy: 

It is clear that what we remember 
about Dorothy Bilancio is her 
serenity. Dorothy was one of those 
rare people who was secure about 
who she was. As one friend put it, 
"She had the uncanny ability to get 
right to the core of a problem." 
She saw what was right to do, and 
she simply did it. And her serenity 
emanated from her contentment in 
doing the right thing. One friend 
remembers her as the "anchor" of a 
busy family; another has noted that 
her "smiling eyes" have made him 
almost believe in physiognomy — the 
nineteenth-century pseudo-science of 
reading faces. As he put it, "Her 
smile was the natural way for her 
face to be." 

We feel enriched by the experience 
of having known Dorothy. She had a 
wonderful family, a fulfilling 
career, and a rich life of travel, 
books, and beautiful experiences 
both here and abroad. A beautiful 
life was what she had because she 
chose to view life in those terms. 
On a white water rafting trip once 
Dorothy was thrown out of the raft 
into water which was high and 
muddy — so high and muddy, in fact, 
that those in the raft were concerned 
about her when she submerged. But 
when Dorothy came up through the 
water and was pulled back into the 
raft, she couldn't stop laughing. 
Dorothy had that kind of real 
enthusiasm for life. As one of her 
very good friends put it to me, 
"Dorothy saw only goodness in life, 
and that in return is what she got." 



CHOICES 

How less than futile contempla- 
tion of 

That "other road." For who's 

to say what harm 
We may inflict on all we've grown 

to love 

Along the chosen way, or cause 
alarm 

To those who trust us, even 

understand 
Our faltering (the doubt, the 

truant thought 
That so deceives us). They 

reach out a hand 
To point the way, thus far so 

dearly bought. 
As for that other road for which 

we yearned , 
Would more of joy or pain be 

offered there? 
Were not the self-same lessons 

to be learned 
Of mankind's destiny: to love 

and share? 
Regretting loss of what we once 

disdained 
We but deprive ourselves of all 

attained . 

Bernice Smailer 




I 



TOSCA BILANCIO COMMISSIONS SCULPTURE 

On January 3, 1989, Lawrence 
Ledger included this photograph of 
Tosca Bilancio and a story of the 
miniature Mercer Oak sculpture she 
commissioned for an arborist friend. 

A lover of flowers herself, she is 
owner of the Kingston Flower Company, 
she decided to present arborist Sam 
Deturo, care-taker of the landmark 
Mercer Oak, with the gift after 
seeing the work of former Trenton 
artist Ric Maus. 

Tosca said she thought Sam Deturo 
was pleased and "surprised" with his 
carefully researched reproduction of 
the Mercer Oak. 
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NOTE TO READERS 

Although I recently made a new home 
for myself in Media, Pa., I didn't 
really feel that spring had arrived 
until I saw robins, plus a rabbit, in my 
father's garden in Glassboro. This 
siting occurred soon before my spring 
rite of helping Dad uncover his fig 
trees . 

On a sunny spring day, Dad beckoned me 
to his garden and our work began. We 
removed the carpets we had wrapped 
around the trees last autumn, untied the 
strings we had knotted (with me turning 
down Dad's offer of scissors — I enjoy 
the delicate, deliberate unweaving of 
knots I have made) , and swept away the 
hay and leaves that had been bundled 
under the carpets. I love awakening the 
figs to the sun and wind in the spring 
just as I love tucking them in for the 
winter. 

Now that summer is here, the figs have 
spread their leaves to the sun, and 
Dad's garden looks like a fig orchard. 
He says there will be a lot of figs this 
year. There were hundreds last year, 
truly hundreds. 

I'm actually not very fond of the 
fruit of the fig tree. With hundreds of 
figs at my fingertips, I think I ate 
just one last year. So, when relatives 
tease me for gobbling up the black 
olives at family gatherings, I defend 
myself by reminding them of all the figs 
I help Dad harvest for their pleasure. 
This silences the fig-ophiles at once, 
and brings me offerings of olives. 

In the autumn, when the world braces 
itself for winter, and when the fig 
trees no longer have leaves to cover 
themselves, Dad and I will clothe them, 
yet again. 

What would life be without these 
labors of love? r> 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Dear La Vigna, 

Does anyone know the origin of the 
custom of eating seven fishes on Christmas 
Eve? Please publish in next La Vigna. 
Donation enclosed. 

SCS 



Dear La Vigna, 

I write this note upon learning of the 
death of Rose Bilancio, mother of my 
lifelong best-friend-in-the-world Fran 
Bilancio (both of whom I met on the first 
day of kindergarten in 1953). 

The Bilancio clan of Eggerts Road, 
created by Lou and Rose, has been a most 
precious influence on my life and, 
particularly, caused me to appreciate the 1 
earth, the garden, the family, education, 
and critical thought which I hope will be 
as important to my future friends and 
descendants . 

While I've chosen to live my last 
twenty-plus years in Indiana where so many 
are blond and bland, I consider myself 
Italian-American and deeply miss the 
Bilancio lifestyle and its influence on 
me. 

The pace is slower out here, not unlike 
Lawrence Township in the 1950s, but we're 
catching up in the race for the latest 
fashions, VCRs, the plastics, air 
conditioning, fast foods, and most of the 
other goals my contemporaries pursue so 
persistently but so seldom examine. 

I only hope the Bilancio homestead and 
heritage can flourish and survive the 
temptations and pressures of the asphalt 
and toxins which appear to be spreading 
over the rest of the Garden State. 

Most of all I wish Mr. and Mrs. 
Bilancio were here to brew some wine, 
debate about world affairs, feed their 
chickens and cultivate the garden. 

Bret W. G. Breitinger 



THANK YOU! 

La Vigna thanks the foil ovine 
for their donations-- 



Walter "Bret" and Cindi Breitinger 
family: In Memory of Louis and Rose 
Bilancio 

Frances and Daniel Cohen: In Memory of 
Rose Bilancio 

Holly Gleason: In Memory of Rose 
Bilancio 

Mary Armenti 
Sue Garzio 
"SCS" 



Dear SCS, 

Thank you for your note and your 
donation to La Vigna. We are intrigued by 
your question and by the mystery of your 
identity. If we find an answer for you, 
will you tell us who you are? 

Do any La Vigna readers know the origin 
of this Christmas Eve tradition? If so, 
please write to La Vigna--we have two 
mysteries to solve! 




STAFF THIS ISSUE 

Corinne Bilancio 
Lewis Bilancio 
Bernice Smailer 
Fran Bilancio 
Angelica Roberts 
Lorraine Anthony 
Jennie & Bob Iimordino 
Lucy Gervasio 
Beatrice Johnson 
Anthony Chianese 
Angelo Chianese 
Bobby Wiesner 
Ira G. Roberts Bilancio 
Phyllis Gervasio 
Dean Acquaviva 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 




Apr i 1 



May- 



June 



1 Diane Garzio 

1 Susan Slaninka 

7 Joe Chianese 

11 Mary Armenti 

11 Theresa Guerra 

14 Jane Chianese 

16 Francis Bilancio 

17 Leo Chianese 

19 Bobbi Wiesner 

20 Joe Gervasio 
20 Loretta Chianese 

24 Joe Garzio 

25 Mark Chianese 
27 Julianne Wiesner Chianese 

27 Tosca Bilancio 

1 Willie Bilancio 

9 Francesca Garzio 

11 Jacalyn Anthony 

11 Pat Chianese 

24 Joey Gervasio 

26 Chris Chianese 

28 Craig Chianese 
30 Brent Schutts 

9 Jennie Immordino 

13 Terri Klepczynski 

14 Gary Wayne Schultz 

14 Susan Chianese 

15 Steven Gervasio 

16 Verdi Bilancio 

18 Dominic Gervasio 

19 Roberta Immordino 
19 Archie Bilancio 
22 Robby Chianese 
22 Daniel Cohen 

24 Rita Chianese 

25 Paul Slaninka 

26 Ira Guiseppe Roberts Bilancio 
26 Claudia Schutts 

30 Gary Chianese 



Sep. 1 


Terry Bilancio 


1 


Robert Candelori 


2 


Paul Slaninka 


3 


Nick Armenti 


5 


John Anthony 


14 


Robert Chianese 


15 


Gloria Bilancio 


22 


Cristina Candelori 


24 


Lee Esposito 


24 


Grace Mazzatelli 


26 


Dennis Chianese 


29 


Clelia Schultz 



HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 




Apr i 1 



May 



uune 



July 



8 Willie and Terry Bilancio 
14 Leo and Louise Chianese 
22 Theresa and Joe Guerra 
25 Archie and Rae Bilancio 

14 Carmen and Phyllis Armenti 

24 Claudia and Brent Schutts 

4 Robert and Susan Chianese 

25 Lee and Fred Esposito 

31 Gary & Rose Chianese 



July 


7 


Carey Bilancio 




13 


Tony Chianese 




16 


Ray Klepczynski 




17 


Jaime MacLeod 




19 


William Bilancio 




22 


John Johnson 




24 


Diane Chianese 




25 


Lorraine Anthony 




28 


Kristenna Anthony 




29 


Mary Lynn Nazzaro 




29 


Francis DeVito Cohen 




31 


Dan Nazzaro 


Aug . 


2 


Alphonse Bilancio 




4 


Jason Armenti 




5 


Bob Candelori 




8 


Phyllis Armenti 




9 


Joe "Bear" Guerra 




10 


Cheri Candelori 




11 


Clothilda Acquaviva 




11 


Joe Guerra 




12 


Scott Chianese 




12 


Joe Armenti 




19 


Jane Spillers 




21 


Henry Montague 




22 


Lucy Gervasio 




23 


Damon Klepczynski 




23 


Philip Nazzaro 




26 


Sylvia Bilan 




27 


Rose Chianese 




29 


Bob Immordino 




31 


Felicia Garzio 




31 


Robert Garcia 




31 


Gp-^ald Chiar r se 



August 16 Terri & Ray Klepczynski 

Sept. 9 Erma & Bob Candelori 
30 Sue S Frank Garzio 

******************************** 

ANGELO CHIANESE PLAYS OFF -BROAD WAY 

A one-man show entitled "Ange 
Chianese does Singing Telegrams - A 
1980-1989 Retrospective on The Art of 
The Singing Telegram" opened May 19 at 
the Home for Contemporary Art and 
Theatre in New York City. Here's what 
I have to say about it: I am glad I 
accepted the challenge, I enjoyed the 
performance ( once it was underway ), I 
am thrilled it's over, and give me 
Trenton any day! 

It was very exciting to step 
outside the mold I have created for 
myself in the delivering of singing 
telegrams. My occupation usually puts 
me face to face with a song recipient 
for 5-10 minutes with an original tune 
written about them. A stage monologue 
lasting about an hour is a horse of a 
very different color. Luckily for me, 
90% of the audience was friends and 
family. New York is not an ideal 
environment for a small-town 
personalized performer like me so I am 
happy to report the show closed the 
night it opened (by pre-arrangement , 
not because of the show's quality, 
which was pretty darn good). 

If a show of this nature happens 
again, or I should say "when it 
happens again" it will be here in 
Trenton, among the many, many friends 
and acquaintances who have long 
supported me and my family in making a 
living from a labor I truly 
love--singing a song. 
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A family newspaper 

An Italian heritage preserved in 'La Vigna' 

By C. Jane Boning 

Special Writer 

It was December 1984. Corinne 
and Francis Bilancio, Roberta Im- 
mordino, Angelica Roberts and Rose 
Bilancio were gathered around 
Rose's kitchen table. "We wanted to 
keep our relatives and dear friends 
informed of what was going on in all 
of our lives," says Corinne Bilancio 
We decided to initiate a family news- 
paper. 

One of the founders, the late Rose 
Carolyn Bilancio, designed the 
quarterly newspape r's masthead A 
tranches of grape vines and the 
name, "La Vigna," the vine. "It 
tlso symbolizes the vineyard, a 
gathering place," says Francis. "The 
fruit of their vine, the grapes, offer 
inspiration and regeneration." 

Rose's husband Louis was born in 

Italy in the countryside near Naples in 'La Vigna' staff members include Corinne Bilancio (left), Francis Bilancio, and Angelica Roberts. Ira 
Casandrino as was her parents and Guiseppe Roberts Bilancio (right), 5, lends a hand as well, 
most of her blood relatives. When she 
ind her husband, both bearing the 
name of Bilancio married, tv\o 
tranches of the family were blended. 
:he Bilancios and the Chianesc. 
Rose's grandmother's maiden name 
was Chianese). 

These lamily members were the 
one's we wanted to reach," says 
Corinne Bilancio, editor of "L;. 
Vigna." 

"We met to plan how to physically 
put the paper together. We wanted 
everyone to know what we were 
planning and that we welcomed their 
contributions." 




THE MAILING LIST for the 

newspaper initially consisted of ad- 
dresses of all relatives that were 
known. It has since been expanded 
because letters have been received 
requesting the paper be mailed to 
another friend or relative. About 125. 
newspapers are sent out at each 
printing. 

"We want our efforts to be his- 
torically significant to the family," 
says Francis. The stories contributed 
are a microcosm of the 800,000 or 
more families who emigrated to the 
United States from Italy at the turn of 
the century. Our history is told in an 
anecdotal form. It should be relevant 
to all of Italian ancestry. 

"Learning about who we are as wc 
learn about others, we learn the 
philosophy of the family. We give 
our children a history." he continues. 
"They will learn who they are, where 
they are, the paper is a record." 

"No small part of publishing the 
paper," says Angelica Roberts, "is 
the pleasure of getting together with a 
group of eight to 1 8 to plan the paper 
The family is a social unit which 
came out of our being together, 
sharing coffee and anise toast and 
other refreshments." 

Corinne interjects, "It is also a 
creative outlet for family members. 
We hope the teen-agers will also be' 
interested in continuing what we have 
begun." 

THE INITIAL organization meet- 
ing is held a few months before 
publishing, according to the staff 
nucleus. "We discuss ideas, needs, 
go through photos and discuss our 
finances," says Corinne. "I usually 
write an editorial and pull everything 
together, but it is a comb-' 1 "'' ~ r f" w « f 



many," she insists. "You have to 
have an editor so our readers have 
someone to contact." 

The second meeting involves 
gathering material and deciding 
where everything will fit. "Some 
sections are always a part of each, 
newspaper." says Angelica. "Family 
news items, birthday and anniversary 
greetings, list of current staff. La 
Cucina (favorite recipes), announce- 
ments from family members, births, 
deaths, special events. 

"We always try to put in a family 
maxim." says Corinne. "La famiglia 
e' la fontana che provvede il primo 
sorso di vita (The family is the. 
fountain that provides the first drink 
of life) as included in the December 
issue. ; 

One of the primary reasons for the 
success of this family venture is that 
"La Vigna" touches on all phases of 
family living, its joys and its sorrows. 
Most of all, it stresses how precious 
each member is to the other. 

"Writing is a lot of work," says 
Corinne. "Three or four help with the 
other jobs of typing , layout, paste-up, 
addressing and mailing. Often we 
have a third meeting to finalize the 
issue. Publishing "La Vigna" is a 
combination of time, money, 
enthusiasm and ideas from family 
members in all corners of the world." 

Newspapers are mailed to relatives 

in Italy who can read English, to 
California, Georgia, Mississippi, In- 
diana, New York, Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey. 

CORINNE BILANCIO is an in- 
ternational administrative officer with 
the Meridian Bank in Philadelphia. 
She majored in Italian literature in 
college. Francis Bilancio, another 
founder of "La Vigna," is the 
producing director of the Passage 
Theater, a professional equity com- 
pany in Trenton. He was honored last 



Pastiere 
(from La Cucina) 
La Vigna Issue April 1988 
Angelica Roberts and Rose Bilan 
cio 



P/2 



lb. fine egg noodles 
dozen eggs 
cup sugar (or to taste) 
teaspoons cinnamon 
Mi teaspoon nutmeg 
3 teaspoon vanilla 
1 quart milk 
1 can evaporated milk 
1 cup citron (buy whole and choj 
fine) optional. 

Cook noodles in lightly saltd 



November as citizen of the year for 
the arts by the Trenton Council of 
Civic Associations. 

Angelica Roberts who participated 
at the birth of the family newspaper, 
is an accomplished artist, a graduate 
of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts. She and Francis are the parents 
of five-year-old Ira Guiseppe Roberts 
Bilancio who seems to have inherited 
the artistic talents of both parents. He 
has also contributed to "La Vigna." 

Projects for the future include put- 
ting together an annual magazine of 
creative writing which would present 
a fuller history of the family. ".It ' 
could be an exercise in a family 
working together on a writing pro- 
ject," says Francis. They would gar- 
ner an appreciation of the, written water til well done, 
word. It could also be a recipe, a Beat eggs (by hand, don't overheat c 
traditional form to be used by any mixture will be foamy), 
family of any ethnic group." Mix cinnamon and nutmeg int 

sugar. Stir sugar into eggs. 
MEMBERS of the family Add vanilla. Drain noodles well an< 
celebrate holiday dinners and for the add to milk to cool them. Stir noodle 
past four years, have met in the and milk a little at a time into eg 
summer for the La Vigna family mixture. Add citron and allow to si 
picnic. "About 50 family members 20 minutes or more to allow flavor t 
and friends attended the joyful soak into noodles, 
event," reports the newspaper, "and ... ... 

shared games, good food/plenty of M,x well and pour into buttered pam 
, • , . f , _ ' • „ glass if possible. Bake in preheate 
sunshine, auehter and memories. D . , _ - r . 

' 6 , • ■ > Qn . oven at 325 degrees F. for one hoi 
There were people in their 90 s ,,, , ,, , 

. u u- u . . k or until set and golden brown, 

and some babies who were yet to be e 

born — all came to the picnic," says Rose's mother Carolyn woul 
Angelica. "Each year we pick a date, sprinkle a little grandulated sugar o 
place, time, bring our own utensils, top of the pastiere immediately aftc 
game equipment and a covered dish taking it from the oven," say 
for a dozen or so." Angelica. 

A traditional Italian dessert at East- Angelica Roberts adds that som 
ertime is pastiere. "It is a theory the cooks add butter or cream. Anise c 
name comes from 'yesterday's orange extract are possible flavoi 
pasta,' " says Angelica Roberts. The ings. Anise and chocolate may als 
custard has many variations, propor- be used as flavoring, 
tions and flavorings differ from fami- 
ly to family sometimes made as a pie, 
with a crust. It is traditional to cook 
extra of the fine noodles to serve at 
dinner the day the pastiere is made in 
preparation for Easter." 



LA VIGNA IN THE NEWS 
The above article appeared on page 2 of The Lawrence Ledger on March 17, 
1989. Bob Immordino, Lawrenceville man-about-tovn , suggested to Ledger 
writer Jane Boning that our family newspaper would make a good story. Jane 
Boning interviewed Fran Bilancio, Angelica Roberts, and Corinne Bilancio or. 
Presidents' Day at 90 Eggerts Road. Although the article contains a few 
inaccuracies, we feel it captures the spirit of La Vigna. 




Ronald, and Richard in California, 1958. 



FROM THE WESTERN WING OF THE FAMILY —Fran and Dan Cohen 

when C ?ni f £^ a hM been g °° d to Us " Movin ^ he ^ in 1951 

do tS J5 WSre ^° Ung tUrned ° ut to be the right thing to 

marvlled '?VE JOyed 5 he ySar r ° Und sunshine and even we 

fllldg as tbSS?^ ^ ° Cean in December without 

ng aS thou ^ h w e were doing something heroic. 

greateTiw ^ DeVito and the rest of the 

appearance of La Vigna which keeps u^ P ostS 

Dir-cns,d -4—5) and Dan went to work as an electrir-ian m 
construction projects. The kids went to Tollege 

All this is ancient history now. The most recent phase 
of our lives is our retirement, —and the transformation of 

grLt°deal ln S ^ ^f ly m6mberS " Richard ^tiU spends a 
5on?rac?or LVS ° Utdo °^ in his work as a 1 landscape 
contractor. He and his wife, Linda, are moving into a new 
house m Orange County. Their Son, Scott, has finished cotletfe 
^ g t a ! r KO I ed out into an apartment of his own Their ^ 
Daughter Stephanie, is attending Cal. State San Fernando 
Valley where she hopes to learn how to make -films. 

Ronnie has his own company where he develops computer 
Programs for a big mail order house. His wife, Jane is busy 
taking care of Larissa, age 8, and Lizzy, age 6 and their 
Dig house. 

Fran and Dan are so busy in retireement that they can't 
remember how they ever had time for full time jobs. We have 
both been busier than ever. Fran was one of the founders of 
the Santa Monica Senior Health and Peer Counciling Center 
that has attracted national attention as an innovative 
program for the care of seniors. The television program 60 

thr^nte^and'mLv^ ^ the -oompUsheme^ If 

™ e ce " ter and many copy-cat programs have been «?t*iH-»»H 
throughout the country. Dan spent part "of * hi? time* arranging 

d7rl P S°f ra Q S £° r A th6ir fri ^ds and they took groups to 
China and to South America to see Hal leys Comet close up, 
but his mam involvement has been in the senior community 
He was recently reelected to his third two year term as a' 
member of the California Senior Legislature as an 
Assemblyman from the coastal Los Angeles area. Inthat 
n« S H^°S h f u hel P s . draw up proposals for legislation that is 
needed by the senior community in the state. For one week a 
year they meet in the regular legislative chambers in 
Sacramento and prioritize the proposals that have been 
offered. The next step is to get regular members of the 
Legislature to put the ideas into legal form and then try to 
get them adopted by the State. , 

(Continued on next page .) 
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Just one more word to our family back east, we would 

love to see each of you on a visit out here. The orange 
tree and the lemon tree in the back yard are groaning under 
the weight of the crop they bear. If you come out at the 
right time of the year we might be able to introduce you to 
pineapple guavas. We don't even have to bury our mission fig 
tree out here during the winter. You all come out here. See 
how our half lives. 

P.S. Frances Cohen is the daughter of Antonetta Bilancio DeVito who was the 
sister of Alphonse Bilancio, et al . 



IVAN BILANCIO 



Ivan Bilancio, '81, grew up at 
Oglethorpe. He is the son of Pro- 
fessor of History, Leo Bilancio. 

so he was familiar with the hallowed 
halls of the University long before he 
attended, where he graduated magna 
cum laude in literature with a 3.8 
average. 

Ivan is a resident of Sherman Oaks. 
California. In 1987 Ivan decided to 
work in feature films. His first film 
work was with Mel Brooks in "Space- 
balls" where he served as an appren- 
tice editor. With writing screenplays 
as his goal, Ivan moved to the west 
coast feeling that he could achieve 
the best comprehension of his 
medium by working as a film 
editor there. 




Professor Leo Bilancio and son. \van Bilancio, 
81, film producer, together again on the 
Oglethorpe campus. 



He acted as an assistant editor for 
Disney Productions in "The Rescue," 
with Kevin Dillon, and then worked 



UNCLE AL-96 Yrs. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you 
would take the time to send a card of 
any message of cheer to the senior mem- 
ber of our family— Uncle Al -96 years old. 

Also, visitors are allowed at any time, 
so if you are interested in visiting 
Uncle Al , he would be delighted. 
The nursing home is easy to find. 

Mr. Alphonse Bilancio 
Sunlawn Nursing Home 
576 N. Main Street 
Hightstown, New Jersey 
Phone 448-0528 

THE PASSAGE THEATRE 

The Passage Theatre, of which 
Francis P. Bilancio is Producing 
Director, has been active this year. 

Earlier this year Passage was 
co-producer of a new play about Puerto 
Rico, The King of Dominoes . 

In May, Passage and the fine arts 
group Artworks presented a party on 
The Trenton Makes The World Takes 
Bridge, complete with art, 
entertainment and, of course, food. 

A night of one-act plays called 
American Shorts was presented in June 
and included William Mastrosimone ' s A 
Tantalizing . 

VALEDICTORIAN CARRIE MacLEOD 

Carrie S. MacLeod, daughter of Jim 
and Carolyn Immordino MacLeod, has been 
named Valedictorian of her Kent Center 
School graduating 8th grade class, 
Kent, Connecticut. 

Carrie will deliver her class address 
at school ceremonies taking place on 
Sunday, June 18. 

In September, Carrie will attend Kent 
School, a private preparatory school in 



in the same capacity for editor Paul 
Rubens on "Pee Wee's Big Top," 
filmed in Los Angeles. Another of 
Ivan's credits is "Lover Boy" starring 
Patrick Dempsey, whom he considers 
the greatest physical comedian since 
Buster Keaton. 

Presently, Ivan and his wife, Carey, 
are working on a documentary, "The 
Susanville Project," a documentary 
on wild horses in northern California, 
The Bilancios and close friends. 
Michael and Mary Ann McClure, 
have formed Cavalli Productions a 
film making company in California. 

Ivan hopes their film on the cap- 
turing and breaking of wild horses 
will be shown on Public Broadcasting 
as a part of a 1 3-week series being 
produced called "The Wild Horse." 



(Reprinted from "The Flying 
Petrel," Oglethorpe Univ.) 



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ... 
PLUS NEW MEXICO 

Among those in California who enjoy La Vig na 
are Bernice Smailer's granddaughter, Lesli Jacobsen, 
of Forestville, and her children, Cayce, age 12, and 
Amber, 8. When visiting Bernice and Lew 
(Bilancio) on Long Beach Island, they met and 
enjoyed the company of Angelica, Ira and Frannie, 
Lorraine and her granddaughter Kristeena, Lucy and 
daughter Angela, and others of the Trenton family. 
Lesli teaches dyslexic children. Cayce's hobbies are 
computers, art and skateboards. Amber enjoys 
schoolwork, art and athletics. 

Another granddaughter, Laura Modica, who has 
studied and worked in floral arrangements, lives in 
Novato with her husband Dave, an auto mechanic, 
and their infant son Gene. They will visit the Island 
this summer. 

Grandson Shawn Haley, his wife Beki, and their 
three children, Nick (6), Justin (4), and Sara (3), 
spent some time on the Island last summer with Lew 
and Bernice. Their home is in Sebastopol. 

Another grandson, Gene, lives on a houseboat on 
Sausalito Bay. He is a construction worker, main 
hobby - fishing. 

Although misplaced geographically, we must 
mention here Bernice's grandson Nathaniel, of Santa 
Fe, New Mexico. Nate had a great time at the La 
Vigna family picnic two years ago. (He said he liked 
most Uncle Al singing "When Frances Dances with 
Me"!) His father and mother, John and Verda 
Smailer, own and operate two picture-framing 
galleries. Their daughter Angelina, husband Ron (an 
artist who also assists in the framing business), 
2-year-old Maquela and newborn baby boy Seth also 
live in Santa Fe. 

In case somewhere along the way you have lost 
count, this all adds up to one son, six grandchildren, 
eight greatgrandchildren for Bernice, who wishes 
they all lived no farther than Trenton! 
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THE BILANCIOS AND CHIANESES 
GO TO COLLEGE 

by Lewis Bilancio 

Nicola Bilancio and his brothers Peter, 
Joseph, Pasquale, Alfonso, and his sister 
Antonetta came from Casandrino, Italy. 

Carolina Chianese made the crossing 
from the same village with her brothers 
Anthony, Angelo, Luigi and her sister 
Rachel. They all arrived in the U.S.A. 
and settled in Trenton, New Jersey 
between 1903 and 1911. 

Most of them had had no schooling 
whatsoever. A few had attended one, 
two, or three grades. Upon arriving in 
the U.S. they went to work and found 
little time for schooling. But they had 
a great respect for education. If a son 
or daughter came home with an 
unsatisfactory report card, it was not 
the teacher that was blamed. 

Seven families were formed as 
follows: Nicola and Carolina; Joe and 
Clorinda Marrone; Pasquale and Maria 
Paciolla; Antonetta and Anthony DeVito; 
Alfonso and Mary Campanile; Anthony and 
Angelina D' Angelo; Angelo and Assunta 
D' Angelo. 

What is the situation two generations 
later? Upon tabulating the institutions 
of higher learning attended by the 
descendants of the original seven 
families we find thirty-seven listed. 
Practically always they graduated. 
Often with honors. In fact they 
received the honors to enable them to 
attend these colleges and universities 
in the first place. The list speaks for 
itself. 



r 

Aix-Marseille Univ., France 
The Bank Street School, NYC 
Bryn Mawr College, Penna. 
California State Univ., San Luis 

Obispo, CA 
University of Chicago 
Colgate University, NY 
College of the City of New York 
Columbia University, NYC 
Cumberland County Community College, NJ 
University of Delaware 
Douglass College, NJ 
University of Florence, Italy 
Glassboro State College, NJ 
University of Grenoble, France 
Humboldt College, Minneapolis 
University of Illinois, Urbana 
Jefferson Hospital School for 

Nurses, Philadelphia 
Keele University, New Castle, 

England 
Knox College, Illinois 
LaSalle University, Penna. 
Manhattan College, NYC 
Mercer County Community College, NJ 
University of N. Carolina, Chapel 

Hill 

Oglethorpe University, Georgia 
University of Perugia, Italy 
Reed College, Oregon 
Rider College, NJ 
University of Rome, Italy 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 
NJ 

San Fernando Valley State 

Univ., Los Angeles 
St. Francis Hospital School for 

Nurses 

Seton Hall University, NJ 
Trenton State College, New Jersey 
University of S. California, Los 

Angeles 
Washington University, D.C. 
Wesleyan College, Virginia 
Widener College, Penna. 
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